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Minutes of Ward 15 Meeting 

March 28, 2011


Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 28th 2011
RH McGregor Public School
7pm

Attendee List:
Mark Lasso (Principal, RH McGregor)
Georgia Chatzis (VP RH McGregor)

Caroline Cole 
Mike Gallagher (Superintendent)

Cathy Dandy (Trustee)

Craig Snider (TDSB)

Suzanne Phillips

Carolyn Pratley-Madge

Sandy Choi

Ted Kalaboukis (FSLAC)
Alison Warner

Kate Sanagan

Alexandra Maric-Jones

Nenita Regidor

Jane Ayer
Karin Adlhoch (Chair)
Elena Sanjuan
Jenny Blaauw

Liz Nemethy

Fiona Carver

Doug Wright

Andrea MacPherson

Nicole Herbert

Kelly Dyment

Janet Dabrus (PIAC)
Alexandra Marie-Jones

Jeannette Ho
Trish Murphy (FSLAC)
Regrets:  Annette Wilde
Welcome and Introductions.

Karin welcomed everyone and the group introduced themselves. VP Lasso introduced 3 staff members who spoke about the school. RH McGregor is a K-5, dual track French & English  school of 700 students. Staff spoke about their Girls Club, a staff initiative to help girls with their issues, and to help the transition to Middle School. The teacher-librarian spoke about the passion for reading he works to inspire, along with providing the literacy skill set. RH is very involved in such literacy pieces as the Silverbirch/Blue Spruce reading program and the annual Multiple Sclerosis Read-a-thon.
TDSB Budget Report

Craig Snider, central staff at TDSB, gave a Power Point presentation on the current financial situation at the Board. Highlights include the shortfall in funds provided to the board and the balancing act to fund priority items, with a look towards future facilities retrofit. He emphasized the need to put together the groups that need to work to provide spaces for future learners. See attached pdf file.
Trustee Report: Cathy touched on several items pending. There will soon be a second meeting of the Community Hubs group, and the Africentric school group will meet next Wednesday. We can expect the results of the study on the Late-start school pilot soon. Cathy reminded Ward 15 that there will be a pre-conference (Future’s Conference – see below) day devoted to Children’s Mental Health.
Superintendent Report: Mike spoke about the development of the 2011/12 staffing model. Projected enrollment numbers have been released and schools are working on their staffing models. He reminded the group that this is largely a scripted process, with restrictions of the Collective Agreement and Ministry mandates prescribing a considerable portion of the models. Mike listed a few events including the upcoming Girls’ Conference, and the recent successful fundraiser held by Monarch Park CI to fund their Kenya project. The Golden Dreams Cup will be held on April 12 at Ted Reeve arena. This is a partnership with the NHL Players Ass. & schools like Eastern CCI to provide sponsorship and equipment.  Mike reminded the group of the Future’s Conference, May 3-4.  Go to www.tdsb.on.ca/microsites/futures/index.html  for more info. 

Mike mentioned that a new pilot process this year means that some schools will be working on their School Statement of Needs documents if a principal is retiring or leaving.  This is a separate document from the Principal Profile, and is also to be used for placing new principals in a school.  Mike will be in contact with individual School Council Chairs if a School Statement of Needs is required.
A question was raised about the availability of French Immersion spots at RH McGregor. Mike reports that there is a 16% increase in applications for next year’s French Immersion spots in Sr. Kindergarten. The board strives to place every student who wants FI in a local program, however this is not always possible. Cathy briefly outlined the 2008 review of FI in Ward 15, the resulting continuation of English/French schools and the challenges of maintaining this balance. She also noted that currently all FI elementary schools are located in the northern portion of Ward 15. They are working on allotting space for all students who request FI; detailed information should be available in the next few weeks.
Other Business: 
Parental Involvement Advisory Committee (PIAC). Janet reminded the group that PIAC will need 1 or 2 new reps from Ward 15 starting next year. Anyone interested will have the opportunity to work with Janet until June. She gave details on the type of commitment the job entails and asked everyone to consider the position and to take the request back to their schools. Janet reported on 2 upcoming parent sessions: The Scarborough Parent Conference on April 30, 2011, and the May workshops for School Councils - Planning for Next Year.  See attached.
FSLAC update: See March report distributed with March Ward 15 Agenda.
Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 20th, 2011, Monarch Park Collegiate Institute. Guest Special Presentation on “Parenting Teens”.
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