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Minutes of Ward 15 Meeting 

April 20, 2011

Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 20th 2011
Monarch Park Collegiate Institute
7pm

Attendee List:
Cynthia Abernethy (Principal, Monarch Park)
Gillian Gibbons (VP, Monarch Park)

Mike Gallagher (Superintendent)

Cathy Dandy (Trustee)

Alison Warner

Kate Sanagan

Karin Adlhoch (Co-Chair)
Doug Wright

Kelly Dyment

Janet Dabrus (PIAC)
Maureen Skuja

Margaret Watson

Brian Robinson

Jacqui Strachan

Amalia Kyriacou

Christine Hatzitolios

Michelle Wolfenden
Annette Wilde (Co-Chair)

Welcome and Introductions.

Karin welcomed everyone. Principal Cynthia Abernethy introduced Monarch Park C.I. and VP, Gillian Gibbons. It is a grade 9-12 school with ~ 900 students and many special programs. These include the International Baccalaureate (IB) program, English Language Learners (ELL) program, Developmental (DD) and Physical (PH) programs. It remains a priority school (SSI) resulting in subsidies for student transportation, nutrition, tutors, field trips, etc.
Monarch Park C.I. has considerable athletic facilities, including a pool that will be refurbished this summer in order to improve accessibility.

VP Gillian Gibbons will be accompanying grade 12 students on a trip to Kenya this month to assist with a Free the Children project. This is the 3rd, bi-annual trip which is a international component of the school’s ‘Global Education Focus’.

Trustee Report: 
Cathy reported that trustees are debating ‘programs of choice’ at the school board level. She described it as a challenging process; also there is still not enough content to enable informed decision making.

The interim report for the “late start” pilot (changing to “smart start”) at Eastern Commerce will be out next week and the results are positive. Also, Mandy Pipher is taking the lead in the outreach in a youth engagement project looking at how to build youth capacity and effective youth engagement in schools.

Cathy addressed the ongoing issue of French Immersion and community schools. Any child has the right to attend the program, but no guarantees can be made about which FI school the child will attend. Interest in FI has peaked again this year; this suggests that another conversation about the FI program should begin, with a single-site FI school considered.

Trustees have begun discussing ‘strategic directions’ for the TDSB. Cathy will distribute 5 directions (with associated explanations) via email and would like feedback from the community.
Superintendent Report: 
April 12th was the Golden Dreams Cup – a partnership between the TDSB/NHL association @ Ted Reeves arena. He described it as a great reflection on the community. Also, Pink Day (wearing pink in support of anti-bullying initiatives) was observed across the TDSB, with Withrow P.S. offering a full week of exercises around anti-bullying. Finally, Dr. Spence toured Monarch Park C.I. this month and was very impressed with classroom initiatives to enhance learning (with SSI funding), including the use of 3 stationary bikes in the math classroom to support ‘movement’ thereby increasing focus during class time.
Mike and Cathy attended the kick-off to Adult Education Week at City Adult Learning Centre (CALC). Students wrote essays on ‘what CALC means to me’. It was very moving to hear these positive stories; it re-affirmed the commitment to adult education within the TDSB.

Tentative staffing models for 2011/12 are complete, changes in enrollment will influence how many/which teachers will remain in a school through hirings and/or layoffs into September.

Mike reminded the group of the Future’s Conference, May 3-4.  Go to www.tdsb.on.ca/microsites/futures/index.html  for more info. 

Other Business: 
Parental Involvement Advisory Committee (PIAC) (website: www.torontopiac.ca)
Janet reminded those gathered that Ward 15 has a new PIAC representative for next year, however we are still looking for an alternate representative. Please contact Janet for more information/if you are interested.

As there will be some movement of principals in Ward 15, school councils should ensure there is an up-to-date ‘school statement of needs’ in case their school is impacted. Parents will once again be involved in the selection of principal/vice-principal through the PIAC pilot project.

PIAC meets next Monday, May 16th, all are welcome to attend. Parent Reaching Out grant applications are due Friday, May 13th. Due to a good response from parents, another School Council Planning session will occur at Danforth Tech (date to be determined) to facilitate easier access for those living downtown. Finally, the Scarborough Parent Conference happens on Saturday, April 30th, all are welcome to attend, however advance registration is required – see PIAC website for more details.

Presentation: Iolanda Scarcello, TDSB Social Worker. “You and your teen: Staying connected through understanding and communication.” www.socialwork.tdsb.on.ca
Next Meeting: No May meeting is scheduled.
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